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moneyhon looks at the reasons reconstruction failed to live up to its
promise
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the importance of the civil war and reconstruction in the history of the
united states cannot be overstated there was a very real possibility that
the union could have been sundered resulting in a very different
american history and probably world history but the union was held
together by tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of
the north following the end of the war the period of american history
known as reconstruction followed this was a period construed in many
different ways while the states were once again united many of the
postwar efforts divided different segments of the population and failed to
achieve their goals in an era too often remembered for carpetbaggers and
scalawags and congressional imbroglios and incompetent government
this one volume dictionary with more than 800 entries covering the
significant events persons politics and economic and social themes in the
u s civil war and reconstruction is a research tool for all levels of readers
from high school and up the extensive chronology introductory essay
dictionary entries and comprehensive bibliography introduce and lead the
reader through the military and non military actions of one of the most
pivotal events in american history

examines the origins of reconstruction during the civil war explores how
african american and white southerners responded to defeat and the
destruction of slavery and examines the policies of reconstruction
governments and the reasons for their overthrow

the era known as reconstruction is one of the unhappiest times in
american history it succeeded in reuniting the nation politically after the
civil war but in little else conflict shifted from the battlefield to the capitol
as congress warred with president andrew johnson over just what to do
with the south johnson s plan of presidential reconstruction which was
sympathetic to the former confederacy and allowed repressive measures
such as the black codes would ultimately lead to his impeachment and the
institution of radical reconstruction while reconstruction saw the
ratification of the 14th and 15th amendments expanding the rights and
suffrage of african americans it largely failed to chart a progressive
course for race relations after the abolition of slavery and the rise of jim
crow it also struggled to manage the southern resistance towards a
northern free labor economy however these failures cannot obscure a
number of accomplishments with long term consequences for american
life among them the civil rights act the election of the first african
american representatives to congress and the avoidance of renewed civil
war reconstruction suffered from poor leadership and uncertainty of
direction but it also laid the groundwork for renewed struggles for racial
equality during the civil rights movement in this concise history award
winning historian allen ¢ guelzo delves into the constitutional political
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and social issues behind reconstruction to provide a lucid and original
account of a historical moment that left an indelible mark on the
american social fabric

the importance of the civil war and reconstruction in the history of the
united states can not be overstated there was a very real possibility that
the union could have been sundered resulting in a very different
american and thus world history however the union was held together by
tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of the north
while not always an era to be proud of there were higher goals and
compelling ends the a to z of the civil war and reconstruction with more
than 800 entries covering the significant events persons politics and
economic and social themes in the u s civil war and reconstruction period
is a research tool for all levels of readers from high school and up the
extensive chronology introductory essay and comprehensive bibliography
introduce and lead the reader through the military and nonmilitary
actions of one of the most pivotal events in american history
reconstruction the focus of this volume was a period

the importance of the civil war and reconstruction in the history of the
united states cannot be overstated there was a very real possibility that
the union could have been sundered resulting in a very different
american history and probably world history but the union was held
together by tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of
the north while not always a period to be proud of it did have higher goals
and compelling ends this one volume dictionary with more than 800
entries covering the significant events persons politics and economic and
social themes in the u s civil war and reconstruction is a research tool for
all levels of readers from high school and up the extensive chronology
introductory essay dictionary entries and comprehensive bibliography
introduce and lead the reader through the military and non military
actions of one of the most pivotal events in american history substantial
coverage is given to the time that followed the civil war reconstruction
this was a period construed in many different ways by the individuals
involved many of whom had little concern for the impact of their acts on
others and even fewer who were interested in the plight of the newly
enfranchised blacks for whom the war had supposedly been fought while
the states were once again united many of the postwar efforts divided
different segments of the population and failed to achieve their goals in
an era too often remembered for carpetbaggers and scalawags and
congressional imbroglios and incompetent government no matter how
one looks at it the civil war continues to affect the politics
constitutionalism and societal norms of the united states in an irrevocable
way and it probably always will it was a very personal war not fought by
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machines but by men affecting countless americans who have one or
more civil war veterans hidden in their family trees it s a war modern
enough to be relevant to today s military interests yet gentlemanly
enough to be

an unusually strong collection of essays the scholarship is impeccable
gaines m foster louisiana state university baton rouge

a history of reconstruction in the south from the end of the civil war until
1877

ever since its original publication in 1961 reconstruction after the civil
war has been praised for cutting through the controversial scholarship
and popular myths of the time to provide an accurate account of the role
of former slaves during this period in american history now franklin has
updated his work to acknowledge the enormous body of research and
scholarship that followed in the wake of the first edition new are franklin
s references to important later texts that enrich the original narrative in
addition the extensive bibliography has been thoroughly revised what has
not changed however is the foundation franklin has laid still compelling
are his arguments concerning the brevity of the north s military
occupation of the south the limited amount of power wielded by former
slaves the influence of moderate southerners the flaws of the
constitutions drawn up by the radical state governments and the reasons
for the downfall of reconstruction

although hundreds of thousands of people died fighting in the american
civil war perhaps the war s biggest casualty was the nation s legal order a
legal history of the civil war and reconstruction explores the implications
of this major change by bringing legal history into dialogue with the
scholarship of other historical fields federal policy on slavery and race
particularly the three reconstruction amendments are the best known
legal innovations of the era change however permeated all levels of the
legal system altering americans relationship to the law and allowing them
to move popular conceptions of justice into the ambit of government
policy the results linked americans to the nation through individual rights
which were extended to more people and as a result of new claims were
reimagined to cover a wider array of issues but rights had limits in what
they could accomplish particularly when it came to the collective goals
that so many ordinary americans advocated

an ample wide ranging collection of primary sources the civil war and
reconstruction a documentary collection opens a window onto the
political social cultural economic and military history from 1830 to 1877
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examines the history events and people that defined the american civil
war and the years of reconstruction proceeding the war

this new volume deals with two momentous and interrelated events in
american history the american civil war and reconstruction and offers
students a collection of essential documentary sources for these periods
provides students with over 60 documents on the american civil war and
reconstruction includes presidential addresses official reports songs
poems and a variety of eyewitness testimony concerning significant
events ranging from 1833 1879 contains an informative introduction
focused on the kinds of materials available and how historians use them
each chapter ends with questions designed to help students engage with
the material and to highlight key issues of historical debate

reconstruction after the civil war explores the role of former slaves
during this period in american history looking past popular myths and
controversial scholarship john hope franklin uses his astute insight and
careful research to provide an accurate comprehensive portrait of the era
his arguments concerning the brevity of the north s occupation the
limited power wielded by former slaves the influence of moderate
southerners the flawed constitutions of the radical state governments and
the downfall of reconstruction remain compelling today this new edition
of reconstruction after the civil war also includes a foreword by eric foner
and a perceptive essay by michael w fitzgerald

a century and a half after the civil war americans are still dealing with
the legacies of the conflict and reconstruction including the many myths
and legends spawned by these events the long reconstruction the post
civil war south in history film and memory brings together history and
popular culture to explore how the events of this era have been
remembered looking at popular cinema across the last hundred years the
long reconstruction uncovers central themes in the history of
reconstruction including violence and terrorism the experiences of
african americans and those of women and children the lost cause
ideology and the economic reconstruction of the american south
analyzing influential films such as the birth of a nation and gone with the
wind as well as more recent efforts such as cold mountain and lincoln the
authors show how the myths surrounding reconstruction have impacted
american culture this engaging book is essential reading for anyone
interested in the history of reconstruction historical memory and popular
culture

the era known as reconstruction is one of the unhappiest times in
american history it succeeded in reuniting the nation politically after the
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civil war but in little else among its chief failures was the inability to
chart a progressive course for race relations after the abolition of slavery
and rise of jim crow reconstruction also struggled to successfully manage
the southern resistance towards a northern free labor pattern but the
failures cannot obscure a number of notable accomplishments with
decisive long term consequences for american life the 14th and 15th
amendments to the constitution the election of the first african american
representatives to the us congress and the avoidance of any renewed
outbreak of civil war reconstruction suffered from poor leadership and
uncertainty of direction but it also laid the groundwork for renewed
struggles for racial equality during the civil rights movement this very
short introduction delves into the constitutional political and social issues
behind reconstruction to provide a lucid and original account of a
historical moment that left an indelible mark on american social fabric

this best selling title designed to be either the primary anthology or
textbook for the course covers the civil war s entire chronological span
with a series of documents and essays
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